Libraries — The heartbeat of our community 


Libraries have always been spaces for learning, health, community, democracy and, not to be overlooked, fun. They are places where curious minds can explore ideas and connect with each other. Every day, life unfolds at the library.

Our commitment to learning is strong. Nova Scotia’s public and academic libraries offer study spaces, free WiFi, research materials and assistance, and resources for at-home learning. We know that learning takes many shapes and forms, for some people it is learning a new skill or language, for others it might be meeting people and building connections, and for some it might be exploring a book or technology. 

Our commitment to health and wellness is unwavering. Libraries feature programs and resources that engage the body and mind. Social Connections and access to reliable, trustworthy health information are so important right now. Libraries  are a community partner in your overall health and wellness. 

Our commitment to democracy is well established. Whether it is equal and free access to information, spaces, and materials, or building critical media literacy skills, public and academic libraries not only support, but actively promote and protect, democracy in all forms. 

And finally, our commitment to fun knows no bounds. Libraries are cultural community hubs offering free entertainment and family fun for all ages. Of course, you’ll find the latest best-selling books (and eBooks), but you’ll also find unexpected treasures like live performances, movie streaming services and online story times for kids. 

If you have not visited a library recently, I encourage you to visit one, either online or in-person (wearing your mask, of course). You’ll notice changes like virtual programs, E-books and audiobooks—making it easier to use your public library. Some Nova Scotia libraries have removed overdue fines, giving everyone life-long access to their library. 

Now more than ever, libraries are the heartbeat of our Nova Scotian communities and libraries truly are for life. 

